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Music

Faculty Artist Series

Dr. Christopher
Cramer,
Classical Guitar
Saturday, November 10, 2018
St. Norbert College
Dudley Birder Hall
2:00 p.m.

~ Program ~
Sonatine, Op.71 No. 1…………………………………….Mauro Giuliani
(1781-1829)
I. Theme and Variations
II. Menuetto and Trio
III. Rondo
Variations à travers les siècles, Op. 71……...Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco
(1895-1968)
Ru con………………………………...……………Arr. Dang Ngoc Long
(b. 1957)
Recuerdos de Palma - Capricho………………………...……...José Viñas
(1823-1888)
INTERMISSION
4 Valses venezolanos………………………………..……..Antonio
Lauro
(1917-1986)
Vals No. 1 - Tatiana
Vals No. 2 - Andreína
Vals No. 3 - Natalia
Vals No. 4 - Yacambú
Terruño……………………………………………....……...Quiqui Sinesi
(b. 1960)
Chôros No. 1 (Chôro típico brasileiro)......................Heitor Villa-Lobos
(1887-1959)

Please stay as a reception in the lobby is to follow

~ Program Notes ~
The Italian composer Mauro Giuliani (1781-1829) was one of the most
renowned guitarists of the early 19th century. Beginning his musical studies as a
cellist, Giuliani soon took up the guitar and quickly established himself as a
virtuoso musician. Early in his career, he moved to Vienna where he found
success and became acquainted with many of the leading musicians of the time
including Beethoven, Diabelli, Hummel, Mayseder, Moscheles, and Schubert.
Concert tours took him throughout Europe and his fame became such that after
his death a journal titled The Giulianiad was published in England dedicated to
his life, work, and influence. Published in Vienna in 1816, Giuliani’s Sonatine
No.1, Op.71 is part of a collection of three such works and consists of three
movements: a theme with variations, a menuetto and trio, and a finale in rondo
form.
The Italian composer Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco (1895-1968) wrote his first
work for the guitar, Variations à travers les siècles (Variations through the
centuries), Op.71, after meeting the renowned Spanish guitarist Andrés Segovia
in Venice in 1932. Segovia had asked Castelnuovo-Tedesco to write music for
him, even sending him two sets of variations for guitar as examples of
well-written music for the instrument. Castelnuovo-Tedesco responded with his
own set of innovative variations that utilize musical forms from different
historical periods to transport the listener through time, from the Baroque to the
contemporary, beginning with a chaconne and progressing through a prelude, a
set of waltzes, and finishing with a foxtrot.
Vietnamese composer and guitarist Dang Ngoc Long (b.1957) currently lives
and works in Germany where he is the director of the music school Berlin
Gesundbrunnen and artistic director of the International Guitar Competition &
Festival Berlin. In addition to original compositions, Long has produced a
number of arrangements based on traditional Vietnamese folk songs. Ru con is
Long’s arrangement of a Vietnamese lullaby that depicts a mother singing her
infant child to sleep and expressing her loneliness and nostalgia caused by her
husband being away for duty. Long imaginatively illustrates the story through
various guitaristic effects and even imitates the sound of the đàn bầu, the
traditional Vietnamese monochord zither.

José Viñas (1823-1888) was a multi-talented Spanish musician who exhibited
proficiency as a composer, conductor, guitarist, pianist, singer, and violinist.
While his primary occupation was eventually as an orchestral conductor, he was
particularly dedicated to the guitar from a young age and found great success as
a performer. He composed a number of works for the instrument including the
virtuosic Recuerdos de Palma (Memories of Palma), referring to the capital city
of the Spanish island of Mallorca. The piece includes a variety of guitaristic
techniques culminating in an extended section of tremolo.
The Venezuelan composer Antonio Lauro (1917-1986) pursued traditional
music studies focused on composition and piano in his youth, but after attending
a concert by the legendary Paraguayan guitarist Agustín Barrios in 1932, he
decided to dedicate himself to the guitar. Lauro wanted to create a repertoire that
celebrated his country’s culture and musical heritage and decided to use the vals
as his primary vehicle to do so. The first three of his 4 Valses venezolanos were
composed in Ecuador in 1938-40 while Lauro was touring with an ensemble; he
later decided to name them after his niece Tatiana, her sister Andreina, and his
own daughter Natalia. The fourth waltz, Yacambú, was named for a picturesque
mountainous area of western Venezuela.
Argentinian composer and guitarist Quiqui Sinesi (b.1960) was born in Buenos
Aires. He has had a long and eventful career performing all over the world both
as a soloist and in various ensembles. His compositions include elements of
tango, jazz, improvisation, and classical and world music traditions, as well as
incorporating traditional Argentinian folk music. Terruño translates to “native
land” or “homeland.”
The Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887-1959) is considered as one
of the great South American composers of the 20th century. He was a prolific
composer, writing for a wide variety of instruments and ensembles, including
the guitar, which he played himself. Villa-Lobos composed his Chôros No.1
(Chôro típico brasileiro) in Rio de Janeiro in 1920 and based it on an
improvisational genre of Brazilian instrumental popular music often performed
by street musicians known as chorões. The Portuguese word choro means “cry”,
“lament”, or “weeping.” However, the music does not typically reflect that
sentiment, usually quite the opposite in fact. Villa-Lobos’s Chôros No.1 became
the first in a series of expansive and innovative Chôros composed for various
instrumentations.

Christopher Cramer joined the faculty at St. Norbert College in the spring of
2018, serving as an adjunct assistant professor of guitar. Professor Cramer also
currently serves on the faculty at Beloit College, where he teaches studio guitar
lessons and directs the guitar ensemble program. Additionally, he is the director
of guitar instruction at the Madison Academy of Music in Madison, Wis.
As a soloist and chamber musician, the classical guitarist has performed
in the U.S., Canada and Asia. Recent concert engagements have taken him to
major cities including Boston, Montréal, Singapore and Taipei, among others.
From the renowned National Concert Hall in Taiwan to the extraordinary
Eastman Museum in New York, concert season highlights have included
featured performances at a variety of unique and historic venues including the
prestigious National Taiwan University, Suzuki Guitar Singapore, Bibliothèque
publique Eleanor London Côte Saint-Luc, the National Music Museum, as well
as a broadcast performance on Wisconsin Public Radio’s acclaimed Sunday
Afternoon Live from the Chazen concert series.
From college campuses to performing arts centers, Professor Cramer
has presented numerous solo recitals featuring an expansive repertoire that
includes masterworks of the past as well as newly composed works by
contemporary composers. Cramer made his concerto debut performing Antonio
Vivaldi’s Concerto in D major for guitar and strings with the Madison East
Orchestra. More recently, he has appeared with the Manitowoc Symphony
Orchestra in a performance of Joaquín Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez. As a
chamber musician, Professor Cramer has performed with a variety of
instrumentalists and ensembles including the Beloit College Masterworks
Chorus, the Edgewood College Chamber Singers, the St. Norbert Abbey Choir,
the St. Norbert College Chamber Singers and Men’s Chorus, and the
UW-Madison University Opera. Professor Cramer also performs regularly, both
nationally and internationally, with award-winning soprano Yi-Lan Niu. An
advocate of new music, Professor Cramer has collaborated with and premiered
works by a number of contemporary composers, including Hong Kong
composer Chiwei Hui and New York-based composer Alexander
Nohai-Seaman.
Professor Cramer began his music studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Manitowoc where he won a number of awards, including the
UW-Manitowoc County Fine Arts Award in the Area of Music. He went on to
complete his undergraduate training at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
and the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, where he won first place in the
annual WCM scholarship competition in classical guitar. Continuing his studies
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Professor Cramer earned both his
Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts degree in music performance.
While at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Professor Cramer undertook an
intensive study of instrumental conducting, ultimately leading to a doctoral
minor in the discipline and the opportunity to work with the UW-Madison
Symphony Orchestra.

St. Norbert College Music Department
Fall 2018 Events
November
12
Community Band, Walter Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
13
Faculty Artist Series J amie Karp Waroff, Trumpet Recital,
Birder Hall, 8:00 p.m.*
16
Kiera Matthews, Student Recital, Birder Hall, 6:00 p.m.*
17
Elizabeth Dannecker, Student Vocal Recital, 6:00 p.m.*
18
William Myers, Student Jazz Recital, 2:00 p.m.*
18
Bell Choir and String Ensemble Recital,
Birder Hall, 7:30 p.m.*
30
Festival of Christmas, Walter Theater, 7:30 p.m. ***
December
2
Brass and Organ Christmas Spectacular, St. Norbert Abbey,
7:00 p.m. Free Will Donation
*Free Admission
***Special Ticket Pricing
For Tickets: www.snc.edu/performingarts

